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May 2023 Newsletter

May 19th Presentation
Mother Lode Lions Hall 4701 Missouri Flat Road, Diamond Springs 1PM-3 PM

America's Home Grown Religions 

The vast majority of American religious groups (with the exception of Native

American tribes) can trace their roots to Europe, Asia, or the Middle East. But in

mid-Nineteenth Century America, amid new developments in Protestant

theology, health, diet, science, spirituality, and lifestyle, three influential

Americans founded new "home grown" religious communities that still thrive in

America and here in El Dorado County today. It's pretty rare that one male and

two female New Englanders from the same era (Joseph Smith, born 1805,

Mary Baker Eddy, born 1821, and Ellen Gould White, born 1826) would go on

to establish what we now call the Mormons, the Christian Scientists, and the

Seventh Day Adventists respectively.   We'll examine their personalities, ideas,

teachings, and texts, aided by a richly illustrated PowerPoint slide show.  We’ll

also explore the Jehovah's Witnesses and their founder and “Watchtower”

publisher Charles Taze Russell.
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Keith Atwater has lived in El Dorado County for 31 years. He is a recently

retired professor, having taught Humanities and Religions at American River

College for twenty years, and prior to that at Sacramento State University and

Union Mine High School. Atwater has studied and taught the interesting and

important interconnections between arts, architecture, literature, music, and

religion past and present in many cultures.

SRS YouTube Channel Information

On the Links page of the SRS website here >> https://srsedc.com/links/, there

are links to the newsletters from SRS and to the SRS YouTube channel. Bill

Robinson has been video-recording the presentations this year and they are

posted on that YouTube channel.

A few things to know about YouTube videos:

• If you have access to YouTube on your TV (for example, via the YouTube

App on Roku), you can watch the SRS presentations that have been

recorded on that channel; just go to the YouTube App on Roku, then

search for Sierra Renaissance Society and click on the presentation you

want to watch. Of course, you can watch the YouTube videos on your

computer too.

• When you are watching one of the SRS presentations on YouTube, you
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can turn on Closed Captions (CC) by pausing the video and selecting the

CC icon, which will turn on the captions.

• You can also play the videos faster or slower; do this by pausing the

video, selecting the gear icon, then selecting Playback speed (or Speed

on Roku, for example) and select the speed that you want.

We use a wireless microphone that in addition to transmitting the speaker's

voice to a wireless receiver connected to the Mother Lode Lion's Hall audio, it

records the speaker's voice. That voice recording is then melded with the video

recording so the sound is better in the video.

If you ever have any questions about the videos, please contact Bill Robinson

(bilrstudios@gmail.com).
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